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 All regional states that spend more than Delaware perform better on the National Assessment of
Educational Progress (NAEP) in math and reading.
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Source: American Institutes for Research. (2023). Assessment of Delaware Public School Funding (p.178). https://education.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/23-22933_1_Delaware_Full_Report-FMT-ed103023-Version-2.pdf

Delaware Education Cost Model
projection and Professional
Judgement model projection

Outperforms Delaware on all 4th
and 8th grade math and reading
benchmarks​

Regional States that Spend More, Perform Better

By following either of the target per-pupil funding models recommended by AIR (ECM or PJP), Delaware would find itself spending a comparable
amount to our regional peers, whose students perform better on national assessments. 

Note: This graph only includes states within the region. Nationally, Alaska, Illinois, and Wyoming also spend more and perform better. ECM stands for the Education Cost Model approach. It is one of two approaches taken by AIR,
and utilizes a formula to determine per-pupil costs. The other approach is the Professional Judgment model, wherein experts estimated values of various cost factors and added them up to get a per-pupil cost. AIR utilized both
methods (ECM and PJP) to create their recommendations.
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