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Student Success Says: 

Å Ensure Funding Responds to Individual 

Student Needs

üñIncrease funding system equity by 

factoring student needs into funding 

allocations, and update the system so that 

funding follows each student, enabling 

them to take courses from a variety of 

approved providers (e.g., other district 

and charter schools, distance learning, 

higher education organizations).ò

Å Increase Equity and Flexibility 

üñAllocate a larger portion of district/school 

funding in flexible funds so that district 

and school leaders can expand the ways 

they educate children to meet specific 

student needs, rather than in one-size-fits-

all categories.ò

See handout in your folder for the 

full list of Fair & Efficient Funding 

recommendations in Student 

Success 2025
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Why Are We Here? 

1. Student needs are 

growing

2. Opportunity Funding is 

a first step

3. Lawsuit creates a 

catalyst for community-

driven solutions
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Objectives and Expectations

ÅObjectives:

Inform all future decisions and conversations about education 

funding in Delaware by:

1. Surfacing varying perspectives and areas of agreement

2. Identifying potential solutions to issues and questions holding 

back change 

3. Learning from peers in other states 

ÅExpectations:

ÅFocus on what works best for students

ÅFind common ground and be open to learn

ÅRaise potential solutions to pain points 
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Research and analysis supported by: 

The Alliance for Resource Equity

5See appendix for more detail on our partners



Education Funding 

in Delaware
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Delaware is a racially, socioeconomically, 

and linguistically diverse state.

Source: DE Report Card https://reportcard.doe.k12.de.us/detail.html#aboutpage?scope=state&district=0&school=0

13,358 43,775 22,472

Total Enrollment: 139,144 
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https://reportcard.doe.k12.de.us/detail.html#aboutpage?scope=state&district=0&school=0


Delaware schools spend about $15K per student 

and most of those funds come from the state.

In 2018, Delaware schools 

spent an average of

$15,153 per student.
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Source: DE Report Card https://reportcard.doe.k12.de.us/

https://reportcard.doe.k12.de.us/


Current Resource Inequities

Students from low-income 
families are far less likely to be 
enrolled in higher-level math in 

8th grade than their higher 
income peers.

Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Assessment 

of Educational Progress, 2017 Mathematics Assessment.

Districts serving more students 
from low-income families tend 
to have lower average teacher 
salaries than districts serving 

primarily students from 
historically advantaged groups.

Data Source: DE Department of Education (2016ï17), 
https://www.doe.k12.de.us/Page/1490

Schools with more students 
from low-income families and 

students of color are more 
likely to have novice teachers.

Data Source: DE Department of Education (2016ï17), Data 
Request

High-poverty schools have 
higher student-to-counselor 

ratios than low poverty schools.

Data Source: 2015ï16 Civil Rights Data Collection and the 

2015ï16 Common Core of Data.
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https://www.doe.k12.de.us/Page/1490


Nearly one in four students from low-income families and  

nearly one in three English learners does not graduate from 

high school in four years.

Source: Delaware state report card at https://reportcard.doe.k12.de.us/detail.html#displaypage?scope=state&district=0&school=0&id=1
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https://reportcard.doe.k12.de.us/detail.html#displaypage?scope=state&district=0&school=0&id=1


With new school-level per-pupil spending 

data expected this year...

Delaware will have the opportunity to 

better understand differences between 

schools within a district and the extent to 

which spending is aligned with student 

needs and outcomes.
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Delaware has made some progress in providing 

additional funding for students from low-income families 

and English learners.

Sources: State of Delaware, Delaware News, https://news.delaware.gov/2017/09/27/opportunity-grants/

Delaware Department of Education, Opportunity Funding https://www.doe.k12.de.us/domain/587

$1M in competitive

grants to a handful of 

districts/charters

FY18

Opportunity 

Grants
$60M (over three years) in 

formula grants

This is real progress in the right 

direction

This is an additional $500 per 

English learner and $300 per 

low-income student, or about 2-

3% more per student.

FY20 Opportunity 

Funding

Research 

suggests systems 

should provide 100% 

to 200% more

Regional neighbors 

invest 30-99% more

Looking 

Ahead
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https://news.delaware.gov/2017/09/27/opportunity-grants/
https://www.doe.k12.de.us/domain/587


A National 

Comparison
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How does Delaware compare 

to other states?

Delaware is one of 8 states that relies solely on a resource allocation-based 

funding system.

Other states that use a resource allocation-based system exclusively:

Alabama, Idaho, Illinois, South Dakota, Tennessee, Washington, West Virginia, and Wyoming.

Source: EdBuild FundEd: A National Overview of State Education Funding Policies http://funded.edbuild.org/national#formula-type

Resource-Based Student-Based Program-

Based
No Formula

PA

DE

NJ

MD

Delawareôs 

neighbors use a 

student-based 

system
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http://funded.edbuild.org/national#formula-type

